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FLEET MAINTENMANCE

Mistakes to Avoid When Selecting Maintenance Bay Lifts

This guidance will help management avoid purchasing the wrong lifts for their fleets.

by Fiona Soltes

s Dale Collins, CAFM, has rightsized his

fleet in recent years, the fleet services su-
pervisor for Virginia-hased Fairfax Water has
discovered the nead to rightsize his mainienance
bay lifts as well.

When the vehicle mamtenance facility
was built, the fleet had a higher percentage of
heavy-duty dump trucks and crew vans, so the
emphasis was on lifts that could handle their
60,000-pound weight. These days, however,
Collins can service 80 percent of his feet with
more efficient 1 2,000-pound-capacity casseile
lifts,

“Anvbody who 15 in the market for a hit
hias to know what it is theyre trying to lift, how
much it weighs and what the lift's wheelbase

limits are — not only how small it will get, but
howw long vou will need 1t to be.” Collins smd. *A
lot of imes you can get into a jam with longer
vehicles.”

Collins speaks from experience; one Freight-
liner in the utility’s fleet has a 328-inch wheel-
base, But the feet department was able to work
with the lift manufacturer/distributor to secure
lifis that can handle amything from the Freight-
liner down to the 1 25-inch wheelbase of a Ford
Ranger pickup.

This story highlights a potential error some
fleet managers make when choosing lifis: assum-
ing that they are one size — or one style — fits
all. Collins now has a diversified set of lifts for
his diverse fleet, including a telescoping piston
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lift for heavy-duty assets as well as an in-ground
seissor-type lift that utihizes only 7 gallons of
fluid to operate.

Lift Selection Guidance

Collins and Peter Bowers, technical sales support
manager for Stertil-Kom (www.stertil-koni.com),
offer the following three pieces of advice to assist
vou when vou are searching for the right lifis for
your fleet. Stertil-Kom, the first Irft company to
be [S0 901 certified, 15 an industry leader in
manulzcturing, selling and servicing heavy-duty
vehicle lifis.

L. Don't assume a single lift can do it all.

“A well-equipped shop will have a vanety of >
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lifts: platform lifis for preventive maintenance
and inspections, swing-arm two-post lifts for
wheels-free work on vehicles up to 30,000
poumds and in-ground lifts for wheels-free work
on vehicles up to 105,000 pounds,” Bowers said,
“And of course, mobile columns for quick and
casy hifting.”

1. Don't skimp on certifications. Bowers urges
flect managers to only buy lifts certified by the
Automotive Lift Institute {www.autohift.org).
According to the institute, both ANSI and OSHA
have standards and requirements, but neither
performs product compliance evaluations or
inspection sérvices for hire, and neither provides
product certification.

3. Don"t buy on price alone, Yes, price should
be a considerabon. But it should fall behind
utility and safety, Bowers said. “The last thing
you want to dois have a lift that you depend on o
service your fleet that's not safe,” Collins added.
In addition to taking advantage of the oppor-

tunity to inerease efficiency, Collins replaced
lifts because his previous ones were old and
outdated. New lifis might have touch-screen
controls, environmentally friendly components
or other advances.

Whatever a fleet managers lift needs are,
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M IN THE NEWS

Amang the new educational offenngs scheduled
for The Work Truck Show 2017 is a session on
cost comparison of iNsSoUNGING Versus oUsourncing
rmantenance and repairs. Learm the kay cuianitatve
and qualitative factors that should go into making
sound insourcing and cutsosurcing decisions, The
Work Truck Show tekes place March 14-17 al
the Indiana Corwvention Center in Indianapaolis. ...
Cummins Filtration has further refined its Fleetguard
LF140000N combination fube fiter for the arive
of newer angine platforms, including the recently
introduced Cumming X15 angines. Tha new Fleet-
guand LFT4000NMN uses a slate-ol-the-art co-bondng
larmination process fhat pairs Manohat and SirataPore
meadi Iogethar 10 Craate & single fiter element. ... ARI
s mads | more cormerment for cnvers to acoess vl
informadion about their fleet vehicle with the launch of
tha riew AR Driver insights app. Avadabie for iFhones
and Pads, the app enables drivers o monitor ther
vahicle's iInforrnation and will send important updates
o thee driver through push notifications, The app
diows drvers 1o manage versds maintenance and
usage, check for upcoming senvice that may be
due, and input ther monthly business and personal
mEsade 1o ensure proper ax reportng.

Collins encourages that manager to ask what
others are using. And that doesn’t just mean
talking to fleet administrators; 1t also means
asking lift companies for contact information
of others that they have worked with. *1f you're
not sure, see 1F vou can’t get these folks to take
you to another site so you can see how other
organizations are using [hifie],” he sad. Each
operation will be unique, but the process will
give you a better idea about what might work
— and what might not, ¥

About the Author: Fiona Solies is a longhme
freatance wriler based just culside Nachvilbe,
Tern. Her regular cliients represent a variety of
sactors, meluding flest, enmneenrg, technolgy,
logistice, business sarvices, disaster prapared-
neszs and material handling. Prior 1o her freslanocs
caresl, Soites spent sevan years 85 a staff writer
for The Termessean, a daily newspapar senving
Mashvilie and ihe surrounding area.
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Put Your Vehicle Delivery
- Needs in Our Hands _
hiadian Driveaveay are dedicated to ensiring that when you choase Acadian Io
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