
The combination of extreme weather 
conditions and new engines that tend to run 
hotter has increased the demand across 
North America for vehicle lifts that are 
specifically engineered for wash bay         
conditions -- this according to a new           
industry overview from Stertil-Koni, the 
leader in heavy duty vehicle lifts.

Here’s what’s fueling the change: “When 
road grime accumulates on the                  
undercarriage of work trucks, buses and   
new hybrid/electric vehicles, heat builds up 
and can decrease engine efficiency. That    
in turn necessitates more frequent washings 
to keep battery and engine systems cool  
and free from mud, salt and other contami-
nates,” noted Peter Bowers, Stertil-Koni 
technical sales support manager.

Cleanliness is the answer. And, that’s why 
municipalities, state agencies, corporate 
fleets, the U.S. Military, school bus fleets, 
transit agencies and corporate trucking 
groups are increasingly seeking a solution 
to keep the undercarriages of their vehicles 
free of debris. 

One option that has gained strong recogni-
tion and usage is the Stertil-Koni SKYLIFT 
Wash Bay model. This heavy duty platform 
lift is water-resistant and features hot-dip 
galvanized platforms, three-layer mono-pox 
coated lift supports and a stainless steel, 
water-resistant, lockable control box to 
provide superior protection for the electronic 
controls. The product’s design includes two 
independent runways, no crossbeams, 
overhang or base frame and its modular 
design allows for flush or surface mounted. 

Extreme Weather and New Engines Drive Growing Demand for                                                         
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Flush mounting permits heavy duty vehicles with particularly low ground clear-
ance to easily drive directly onto the SKYLIFT, thus facilitating quick and easy 
access to a vehicle’s undercarriage.

Space is another consideration for facilities. SKYLIFT, a true vertical rise lift, 
generally takes up less room than a parallelogram lift and also has reduced 
foundation requirements. “What’s more,” added Bowers, “it’s relatively easy to 
install, offers greater maneuverability for shop technicians from all angles of the 
vehicle, and requires minimal maintenance. And, the Skylift Wash Bay is            
engineered for either outside vehicle service or for use in a steam-cleaning bay.” 

The SKYLIFT’s platform lengths are available from 23 feet to 48 feet and,   
depending on the model, can lift up to 78,000 lbs. in a standard version or 
156,000 lbs in a tandem configuration.

Concluded Dr. Jean DellAmore, president of Stertil-Koni, “We pride ourselves in 
delivering the broadest range of safe, durable, ALI-certified heavy duty vehicle 
lifting systems for our customers. In the instance of ALI-certified, water-resistant 
vehicle lifts, our customers can rest assured that with the Stertil-Koni SKYLIFT 
Wash Bay version, they have a safe, long-lasting solution to ensure that their 
vehicles can  be serviced and cleaned efficiently and safely. 

~continued~ 

Stertil ALM, already a major employer in Streator, antici-
pates that the expansion will help support continued 
employment in the region.

The expansion also comes on the heels of several addition-
al enhancements to the existing facility, which included an 
additional 14,000 square feet of production space added in 
2011, and a new training center.  Stertil ALM also recently 
purchased and brought online a world-class cutting 
machine that utilizes a combination of plasma and oxy-fuel 

torches coupled with a state-of-the-art PC-based, touch screen controller for extremely fast, high-preci-
sion manufacturing – a major milestone in ALM’s strategic migration towards in-sourcing.  

Stertil-ALM also purchased and installed an additional CNC machining center and a high capacity over-
head crane in 2014.

Concluded Dr. DellAmore, “The entire Stertil Group is extremely proud of our commitment to providing 
exceptional design, production and performance in the demanding world of heavy duty vehicle lifting 
systems. Our approach – one in which our engineers begin with the customers in mind, and then build 
the very best vehicle lifting systems to meet all their requirements – is aptly called ‘Freedom of Choice.’ We 
are extremely grati�ed that the marketplace response has been very strong and continues to grow.”

About Stertil-Koni
Stertil-Koni, a brand of the Stertil Group, is the global market leader in heavy duty vehicle lifts – bus lifts and truck lifts – and is the 

preferred supplier to the world’s leading companies in the truck and bus industries. Stertil-Koni's breadth of products meets all ranges of 

lifting needs and includes mobile column lifts, two-post, four-post, in-ground piston lifts, parallelogram lifts, half-scissors and its innovative 

axle-engaging, in-ground, scissor lift con�guration, ECOLIFT. Stertil-Koni is also now installing DIAMOND LIFT across North America, a full 

rise telescopic piston lift designed to set new standards in precision heavy duty lifting. Stertil-Koni USA is headquartered in Stevensville, 

Maryland. Stertil-Koni has production facilities in Europe, in The Netherlands, and in the USA in Streator, Illinois. 
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